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Kids Don’t Float Sites Around Alaska 
 
 
 
 

Finger Lake 

 Cordova
Hoonah

Golovin 

Valdez Kotzebue 
Juneau

Cheney Lake 

Homer 
Council

Delta 
Sitka



MODULE 1:  PFD LOANER PROGRAM 
LOCAL WORKPLAN 

 
NOTE- USE THIS AS A 
GUIDE TO ORGANIZE 
YOUR SITE PLANNING. 

Assemble Project Team 
 

   __________  PFD Loaner Program Group 
 

Contacts 
 

   __________  Harbor Master 
   __________  City/Borough 
   __________  Private Harbors 
   __________  Local Boating Safety Organizations 
   __________  Contributors 
   __________  Charitable Organizations 
   __________  Grantors 
   __________  Boat/U.S. 
   __________  PFD Vendors 
   __________  Volunteers 
   __________  Local Media 
 

Materials 
 

   __________  PFDs 
   __________  Harbor Signs 
   __________  PFD Loaner Boards 
 

Activities 
 

   __________  Raise Money/Solicit Contributions 
   __________  Purchase PFDs 
   __________  Paint and Mount Kids Don’t Float signs 
   __________  Set up Loaner Boards in Harbors 
   __________  Set up Specialty (Infant) Stations 
   __________  Organize Safety Days/Harbor Demonstrations 
   __________  Set up PFD Inspection Schedule 
   __________  Publicize Program 
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LIST OF PROJECT VENDORS AND CONTRIBUTORS 
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12. 
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Dock Storage 
Resources for Kids 

Don’t Float 
 
 

Rather than building a Kids Don’t Float storage cabinet, your group may also consider a professionally built storage 
unit. 
 
The information below represents just a few of the many manufacturers who make storage units for dockside use.  
We recommend that you run a search engine for “dock boxes,” “fire hose cabinets,” “dock storage,” or similar 
searches to get an up-to-date list of manufacturing resources.  Please note that we do not advocate any particular 
manufacturer. 
 
Contact manufacturers directly for prices and ordering! 
 
Cheyenne Manufacturing, Inc. Dock boxes 
www.cheyennemfg.com Fire hose cabinets 
800-424-7575 
360-574-7771 
 
Dock Boxes Unlimited Fire extinguisher/hose cabinets 
www.dockboxes.com Dock boxes 
800-559-4BOX 
972-402-9996 
 
Online Marine Dock storage boxes 
www.onlinemarine.com Fiberglass cabinets 
888-933-BOAT (2628) 
 
Henderson Marine Supply, Inc Fiberglass fire hose cabinet 
www.hendersonmarine.com  
800-523-1586 
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How to build a Kids Don’t Float Loaner Board 
- Samples - 

 
Free Standing Board 

         

Easy as 1 - 2 - 3 
 

1. Attach poster to plywood board 
 
2. Add dowels to the bottom  for hanging PFDs  
 
3. Securely nail board against wall  

 
Stand Board 

     

 
Materials needed for a stand-alone board: 
2 - 4" x 4" x 10" (all 2x4 and 4x4 lumber is pressure treated) 
3 - 4" x 4" x 47"   (totaling 3 -4" x 4" x 8') 
1 - 2" x 4" x 47" 
2 - 2" x 4" x 44" 
2 - 2" x 4" x 37" (angle cut for roof, see drawing) 
4 - 2" x 4" x 15" (angle cut for roof, see drawing) (totaling 3 - 2" x 4" x 8') 
1 - 25" x 48" x 3/4"  (plywood for Kids Don’t Float sign)  
(all plywood sheets can be cut from one 4x8x3/4 sheet) 
2 - 24" x 48" x 3/4"  (plywood for roofing) 
4 - 10" x 1"  (dowels for hanging life vests)  
(additional dowels can be offset in backside) 
12 - 3/8" x 6" lag bolts 
1/2# - wood screws for fastening roof trusses  
1/2# - wood screws for fastening roofing sheets  
**See next pages for actual building plans 
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←     3’11” (outside dimension)             →

 
3’1”      → 

1’0” 
↓ 
⎯ ←              3’8”                             →

←1’6 ½”           
← 
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                           3’-11”                        

                 4’-6”                                                      

←         4’0”                         → 

 ↑ 
 
2’1” 
 
 
  ↓ 

 5 ½” – 1’0” –1’0”—1’0” –5 ½”  
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3/8” x 6” lag bolts 
(can be counter sunk ½” 
 
 
½” recess (dado joint) 

1” dowels for hanging life 
vests 
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          Kids Don’t Float Loaner Board 
 

                  Wooden Boxes (Style “C”) 

 

 

Contact People:  S.E.A.K. Women in Fisheries 
Mary Todd Andersen 747-8747 
Ruth McMaster 747-3523 

 
 
 
 
 

 16



 

 

 
Wooden Boxes (Style “C”)

 
Materials: 

¾” Pine 
3/8” Plywood 

Shingles for roof
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16” 

42”         42” 

            47 ¼” 

Kids Don’t Float Loaner Board  
Aluminum Boxes (Style “D”) 

Designed by Allen Marine Inc. Sitka, AK 

53 ¼” 

31 ¾” 

21”               → 20 ¾”                 → 

13” 
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Kids Don’t Float Loaner Board 
Aluminum Boxes (Style “D”) 

 
 

        Materials 
       4 Boxes 
     12-86” Long, 2-3” rectangular aluminum tubing (if lengths are longer, more can go into the ground). 
     14 Bags Redi-Mix Concrete (1 ½ bag per hole) 

27 3/8 x 3 ½” bolts 
27 nuts 
27 lock washers  
 
For Crescent Mounting: 
Add: (6) 3/8 x ½” lag screws 
        (6) 3/8 washers 

 
 

 

 

For mounting supts into 12x12 Bullrail For  mounting supts into 12x12 Bullrail 

  Contact People: 
 
Mary Todd Anderson  
   747-8747 
 
Ruth McMaster 
   747-3523 
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 SAMPLE  
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 SAMPLE 
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NOTE- SOME SPONSORS 
HAVE MORE SUCCESS WITH 
INVENTORY CONTROL BY 
HAVING THE LIFE JACKETS 
CHECKED OUT AT THEIR 
FACILITIES, USALLY 
LOCATED NEAR LARGE 
BODIES OF WATER. 
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NOTE- RECRUIT & GET 
COMMUNITIES INVOLVED! 

SAMPLE 

 
THE RESCUE COMPANY 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH 

FAIRBANKS U.S.C.G. AUXILIARY-FAIRBANKS SAFE KIDS-STEARNS INC. 
BRINGS FAIRBANKS AND THE SURROUNDING AREA 

THE “KIDS DON’T FLOAT” LIFEJACKET LOANER PROGRAM 
 
YOU CAN HELP BRING THE PROGRAM TO YOUR AREA. 
 

 Provide a site for the Loaner  program sign and materials 
 Monitor the sign-out logbook. 
 Train your staff to the use of the program and equipment 
 Call for additional materials when any are lost or damaged. 
 Publicize the programs availability in your area. 
 HELP us HELP KIDS STAY SAFE! 
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NOTE- IT IS GOOD TO POST 
RULES SO PATRONS KNOW 
WHAT TO EXPECT. 

SAMPLE 
 
 

KIDS DON’T FLOAT  
LOANER LIFEJACKET RULES 

 
 Borrower assumes all liability for the use or non-use of lifejackets 
 Borrower will not hold liable any party involved in the distribution of loaner 
lifejackets. 

 Borrower acknowledges the inherent dangers of water related activities. 
 Lifejackets must be returned on time. 
 Lifejackets should be returned in good condition. 
 Lifejacket must be inspected by the borrower for proper working condition 
prior to signing them out. 

 Lifejackets should be properly fitted to the individual using the P.F.D. 
(Personal Floatation Device). 

 Lifejackets may not be signed out for more than 1 week at a time, unless 
special arrangements are made prior to the sign-out time. 

 Borrowers must adhere to all U.S.C.G. regulations regarding the proper use 
of P.F.D.’s. 

 Any damage to loaner lifejackets must be reported upon return to the sign-
out location. 

 Any lifejacket damaged while in use should be taken out of service and not 
returned to use until inspected by qualified personnel. 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION! 
 
 

SAMPLE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                 Rules courtesy of Tim Kelahan at “The Rescue Company,” Fairbanks, Alaska 
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SAMPLE 
 

 

LIFEJACKET SIGN-OUT LOG 
Date 

00/00/00 
Name: 

Parent/Guardian
Address: 

    Mailing 
Phone: 
Home 
Work 

Activity Site: 
#Lifejackets: 

Read 
Rules 
   X 

      
      
      

ALTERNATE  FORMAT:     
NAME/ADDRESS/ PHONE/DATE - 

                  OUT/ 
RETURNED 
        X 

   

      
      
      

SAMPLE NOT REQUIRED    
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LIABILITY 
KIDS DON’ T FLOAT 

PFD LOANER PROGRAM 
 
 Sooner or later, the issue of liability will come up during your discussion of loaning PFD’ s.  
Typically, a PFD manufacturing company holds an insurance policy that covers up to a certain money 
amount in the event of product failure or defect resulting in death, injury or property damage. 
 
 As the owner of that product, you can request the company to issue you a certificate of insurance 
so that you can be included under that policy’ s coverage, at the company’ s expense. 
 
 Even so, this does not prevent your agency or any of the dealers or distributors of the PFD’ s 
from being named in a suit.  However, a representative at Mustang Survival responded to date, their 
company has never been named in any suit. 
 
**This information was provided by National Safe Kids, Mustang Survival, and Sterns Manufacturing 
Company.** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1997 
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Kids Don’t Float 
Community Evaluation Form 

Please take a few minutes to answer the following questions on how the Kids Don’t Float 
program worked in your community this season. Evaluations should be received in our office by 
the end of each year.                                
 
Community Name:   ___________________________________________________________ 
Sponsor Name:  ____________________________________________________________ 
Contact Name:  ____________________________________________________________ 
Address:                     Phone: ______________________________ 
_____________________________________         Fax:       ______________________________ 
______________________________________       Email:   ______________________________ 
 
How many locations sponsored by you in this community?    #_______   
What is the population # in community?      #___________    
 
Please list the following site/s location, description, and established date: (use additional sheet if needed) 
 
Location  Description  Established date 
     
     
     
     
 
Which components of the program were implemented? (circle one‐majority, list if other components) 

 
PFD Loaner only  Education only  Both PFD loaner and Education 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 
How many life jackets did your community receive? ____  How many are still serviceable? ____ 
 
Do you have any particular success stories or challenges that you faced regarding this program? 
(articles and pictures would be appreciated, especially for a life that was saved because of a don KDF pfd) 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Any additional comments or suggestions? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

THANKS for promoting Kids Don’t Float and making it an important program in your community. 
 

  
Return form to: Injury Prevention Programs Attn: Maria Bailey P.O. Box 110614, Juneau Alaska 99811 

Phone: 907-465-4170  Fax 907-465-2898 Email: maria.bailey@alaska.gov 
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